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States obliged to prevent lynchings: CJI

State governments are obliged to prevent mob lynchings, Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra
observed on Tuesday.

The Supreme Court classified lynchings as sheer ‘mob violence.’ But it said compensation for
victims should not be determined solely on the basis of their religion, caste, etc., but on the basis
of the extent of injury caused as “anyone can be a victim” of such a crime.

Chief Justice Misra said States cannot give even the “remotest chance” to let lynchings happen.
“People cannot be allowed to take law into their hands,” he observed orally.

A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice Misra was hearing a contempt petition filed by activist
Tehseen Poonawalla that despite the Supreme Court order to States to prevent lynchings and
violence by cow vigilantes, the crimes continue with impunity.

“Despite your order to States to appoint nodal officers to prevent such incidents, there was a
lynching just 60 km from Delhi recently,” senior advocate Indira Jaising submitted.

“Each State shall be held responsible. Law and order is the State’s responsibility,” Chief Justice
Misra observed orally. Ms. Jaising said these lynchings go “beyond the description of law and
order...these crimes have a pattern and a motive. All these instances happen on highways. This
court had asked the States to patrol the highways.”

“Let us not confine ourselves to any pattern or motive...All these incidents are instances of mob
violence,” the Chief Justice responded.

He asked the Centre to frame a scheme under Article 256 to give directions to States to
prevent/control the instances and maintain law and order.

Additional Solicitor General P.S. Narasimha disagreed, saying such a scheme was unnecessary.

“The concern here is maintaining law and order. The question is whether the State governments
can implement your directions,” Mr. Narasimha said.

Ms. Jaising said the Union has issued advisories, but did not back them up with action.

Targeted violence

She said the lynchings were ‘targeted violence’ against particular religion, caste, and thus, in
violation of the constitutional guarantees under Article 15, which protects citizens from
discrimination on the basis of religion, caste, sex, and gender.

The compensation to be determined for victims of lynchings, she said, should be fixed with an eye
on the fact that they were targeted for their religion and caste.

But Chief Justice Misra objected to the suggestion, saying “anyone can be a victim” of such mob
violence, irrespective of their religion or caste or sex.

He said the criteria for determining compensation would not be their religion or caste but the
nature of injury — simple or grievous — or death. “Anyone is a victim and not just those under
Article 15. This has more potential than Article 15,” the Chief Justice said. But Ms. Jaising said she
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was referring to a “specific form of vigilantism”.

However, the Chief Justice intervened to say that the term ‘victim’ includes anyone living in a
constant state of fear.

“Victims should be protected,” the Chief Justice said, reserving the petition for orders.

END
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Flood of despair: Mumbai's flooding woes

 

Mumbai is an efficient city in some ways, but this reputation depends on fair weather. It turns into
a soggy mess with the arrival of a monsoon. This year the season has begun with the spectacular
collapse of a pedestrian bridge on a crucial railway line in Andheri, causing injuries and
overall urban paralysis. Not even a year has passed since the ghastly stampede on a foot
overbridge at Elphinstone Road station, that took over 20 lives. The recurrent disasters
involving infrastructure are proof of the indifference among policymakers to the city’s needs, even
as they speak of a ‘global standard’ of living. It is fair to ask whether Mumbai is prepared, after the
passage of a dozen years, to meet a disaster such as the July 2005 flooding caused by 99.4 cm of
rain in a 24-hour period. The city continues to attract a large number of people looking for
opportunity — the population rose from 11.9 million in 2001 to 18.4 million a decade later. But
urban managers, led by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, have not invested enough in
new infrastructure and have done a shoddy job of maintaining the old. If Maharashtra has to
achieve higher rates of economic growth and touch an ambitious 10%, as Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis desires, Mumbai’s infrastructure planning should be in the hands of an empowered
custodian who can secure the cooperation of all urban agencies.

A return to nature is needed to relieve Mumbai of its flooding woes. According to one estimate, the
city’s Mithi river, blocked by debris and garbage, has lost about 60% of its catchment to
development. The setting up of a Supreme Court monitoring committee has not helped much. It
will take resolute measures to stop the release of sewage and industrial chemicals into the Mithi,
and retrieve lost mangroves. A cleaner river connected to functional drainage can aid in the
speedy removal of flood waters, and improve the environment. Yet, there are other basic
challenges which are particularly worrisome to less affluent residents. In a 2015 study, the World
Bank found that half of the poor did not consider moving out of flood-prone areas, because of the
uncertainty of living in a new place with severe social disruptions and reduced access to education
and health facilities. What this underscores is the need to make the best use of all available space,
densify development where feasible, and improve conditions in situ. It is welcome that a joint
safety audit with the IIT will be conducted on public infrastructure, in the wake of the bridge
collapse. But such inspections must be regularly carried out and quick remedial steps taken.

 

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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The U.S. policy of separating children from undocumented migrant parents is cruel
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Cabinet approves Umbrella Schemes for Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Umbrella Schemes for Relief and
Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates

Posted On: 04 JUL 2018 2:32PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
continuance of the 8 existing schemes of the Ministry of Home Affairs upto March 2020 for relief
and rehabilitation of migrants and repatriates under the Umbrella scheme "Relief and
Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates".

 

Financial Implication:

 

The financial implication for this purpose is Rs. 3183 crore for the period 2017-18 to 2019-20. The
year-wise phasing of the scheme will be- Rs. 911 crore in 2017-18, Rs.1372 crore in 2018-19 and
Rs. 900 crore in 2019-2020.

 

Benefits:

 

The schemes will provide relief and rehabilitation assistance to the refugees, displaced persons,
civilian victims of terrorist/communal/LWE violence and cross border firing and mine/IED blasts on
Indian Territory and riot victims of various incidents etc.

 

Details:

 

The 8 schemes approved for continuance are already in operation, and the benefits under each
will be extended to intended beneficiaries in accordance with the approved criterion.

 

The schemes are as under:

 

Central Assistance for one-time settlement of displaced families from Pak Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK) and Chhamb settled in the State of Jammu & Kashmir.

i.
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Rehabilitation   Package   and   up-gradation   of   infrastructure   of   thei.
Bangladeshi Enclaves and Cooch Behar District after transfer of enclaves between
India and Bangladesh under Land Boundary Agreement.

 

Relief assistance to Sri Lankan refugees staying in camps in Tamil Nadu and Odisha.i.
 

Grant-in-Aid to Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC) for five years for administrative and
social welfare expenses of Tibetan settlements.

i.

 

Grant-in-Aid to Government of Tripura for maintenance of Brus lodged in relief camps of
Tripura.

i.

 

Rehabilitation of Bru/Reang families from Tripura to Mizoram.i.
 

Grant of enhanced relief of Rs. 5.00 lakh per deceased person, who diedi.
during 1984 Anti-Sikh Riots.

 

Cent ra l  Scheme for  Ass is tance to  C iv i l ian  V ic t ims/Fami ly  o f  V ic t ims o f
Terrorist/Communal/LWE Violence and Cross Border Firing and Mine/IED blasts on Indian
Territory'.

i.

 

Background:

 

To enable the migrants and repatriates, who have suffered on account of displacement, to earn a
reasonable income and to facilitate their inclusion in mainstream economic activities, the
Government, at different points of time, started 8 schemes. These schemes provide assistance for
- relief and rehabilitation of displaced families of PoJK and Chhamb; Relief assistance to Sri
Lankan refugees, Relief assistance to Brus lodged in relief camps in Tripura; Rehabilitation of
BRU/Reang families from Tripura to Mizoram; enhanced relief to 1984 Anti-Sikh Riot Victims;
Relief to Civilian victims/family of victims of terrorists/Communal/LWE violence and Cross Border
firing and Mine/IED blasts on Indian Territory and Repatriation of Indian Prisoners from abroad;
Grant-in-aid to Central Tibetan Relief Committee (CTRC). The Government is also providing
Grant-in-Aid to Government of West Bengal for infrastructure development in 51 erstwhile
Bangladeshi enclaves in India situated in Cooch Behar District for resettlement of 911 returnees
from erstwhile Indian enclaves in Bangladesh.

******
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Passing the buck: on governments' response to lynchings

The Central government has finally moved to react to the lynchings reported from across the
length and breadth of the country, but its line of action is bafflingly weak. Over the past couple of
months, mobs have materialised to beat to kill people they suspect — almost always without basis
— of plotting to kidnap children to harvest their organs. Warnings to beware of child kidnappers,
sometimes with the rider that they are likely to hail from other parts of India, are mostly circulated
on WhatsApp, the Facebook-owned encrypted messaging platform. Since a cluster of such killings
in Tamil Nadu in May, deaths have been reported from States as far apart as Assam, Karnataka
and Maharashtra. In one recent attack, five people were clobbered to death in Maharashtra’s
Dhule’s district on child-lifting rumours; the mob numbering hundreds overpowered the few
policemen present. And ironically, among three people lynched in Tripura on a single day, June
28, was a man hired by the State government to spread awareness against precisely such
rumours.

Now, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has told WhatsApp to take
“remedial measures… to prevent proliferation of these fake and at times motivated/sensational
messages”. WhatsApp is the communication platform of choice in the age of cheap smartphones.
One of the USPs of the platform is that the messages are encrypted in a manner that makes it
impossible for them to be read. Given this, it is not clear how such a platform can take measures
to limit the spread of motivated or sensational messages. Also, whether such checks would
amount to legitimising surveillance and a loss of privacy — a rare commodity in this digital age.
Even if it can do so without compromising privacy, the problem is not the medium. Rumour has
historically found its way around communication walls, and it can only be effectively blocked
through old-fashioned information campaigns and administrative alertness. Rumour’s potency
predates mobile phones, even if there is no denying that smartphones, with their ability to instantly
transmit text and images, have a tendency, in this era of fake news, to rapidly spread panic and
anger. This happens in different ways across the world, but in India the problem has assumed truly
distressing proportions. It is well-known that an unrelated video of an act of violence that went viral
was responsible for fuelling communal hatred in Muzaffarnagar in 2013. It is puzzling that district
administrations and gram panchayats have not been asked to reach out to locals to persuade
them against falling for rumours, and to come to the authorities if they have any fears. The
messaging needs to be amplified — merely appealing to WhatsApp is hardly the solution.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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The U.S. policy of separating children from undocumented migrant parents is cruel
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Rs. 809 crore French loan for 15 Smart Cities projects

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri after launching the initiatives in Delhi on Monday.PTI  

Four months after Agence française de développement (AFD), the French development bank,
signed a €100 million loan agreement for Smart Cities Mission, the Centre has announced a new
challenge process to select 15 projects for the funding.

Four sectors

The loan, which amounts to Rs. 809 crore, will be given for projects in one of the four sectors:
sustainable mobility, public open spaces, urban governance and ICT and organisational innovation
in low-income settlements.

Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri said on Monday that cities would not
get automatic funding, but would rather be expected to compete for it. The challenge process
would be conducted by the National Institute for Urban Affairs. The duration of the programme will
be three years, till 2020-21.

AFD will extend grants ranging from Rs. 20 crore to Rs. 80 crore for each of the selected projects.
The grant is likely to cover 50-80% of the cost, with each city expected to raise at least 20% of the
money on its own. The repayment of the principal and the interest will be shared equally by the
Central and State governments, according to an official statement.

Several other Smart Cities initiatives were launched on Monday, including an internship and
fellowship programme, and a digital payment initiative that is being implemented in the form of a
100-day challenge.
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Why India doesn’t need an anti-lynching law

Last week, the Supreme Court said lynching is a crime no matter what the motive is, but reserved
its verdict on pleas seeking directions to formulate guidelines to curb such violence. According to a
report in Hindustan Times, 22 people have been lynched to death since May as rumours of
kidnapping of children spread on social media. The latest episode was reported from Dhule in
Maharashtra on July 1 when five men were lynched to death.

While it is difficult to say whether the number of lynching cases have gone up in India, the
broadcast of such crimes on social media must worry us because it will normalise such heinous
crimes. Mob lynchings also raise another disturbing question: are people losing faith in the
judicial/democratic system of governance? And because a mob dispenses what it thinks is justice
by itself, it often chooses its victim and the mode of justice. The targets are often the most
vulnerable of society.

The frequency of the cases has led to a demand for an anti-lynching law. But there are enough
provisions in the Indian Penal Code — for example, Sections 302 (murder), 304 (culpable
homicide not amounting to murder) and 307 (attempt to murder), 34 (Acts done by several
persons in furtherance of common intention) — to tackle such incidents. These need to be
implemented strongly and effectively. In September 2017, the Supreme Court had asked states to
take strong measures, including appointing nodal officers at district level, to curb such instances of
violence in the name of cow protection, but nothing much has happened to date.

States should be far more vigilant and proactive in flagging rumours using social media and other
platforms. Some states are doing it, others need to emulate these examples. For example,
Telangana police officer, Rema Rajeshwari (Superintendent of Police, Jogulamba Gadwal district),
has trained a team of 500 police officers to tackle the fake news menace. These officers go to
villages to spread awareness about social issues. Police personnel have also been added to local
WhatsApp groups in villages to spot rumours that could lead to violence.

Unsurprisingly, no rumour-related killing has taken place in Ms Rajeshwari’s jurisdiction. The West
Bengal police took to Twitter to dispel a rumour that Mamata Banerjee government had sanctioned
a five-day holiday on account of Eid, nixing attempts to incite communal tension. The more
proactive the administration is in this regard, the stronger a deterrent it will be.
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Yes, No, It’s Complicated: Is planting saplings a solution to the felling of trees?

New eco-friendly sapling bags introduced by the Social Forestry Department.   | Photo Credit:
Thulasi Kakkat

 

Not creating essential urban infrastructure will only lead to a deteriorating quality of life

City clusters are economic growth engines. In India, the world’s fastest growing economy, the
urban population (nearly 32%) contributes over 60% to the GDP and is projected to contribute
around 75% in the next few years. Globally too, megacities (a megacity contains more than 10
million inhabitants) have played a significant role in the economic growth of nations. More than
12% of global city dwellers lived in the 28 megacities in 2014, of which Tokyo, Delhi and Shanghai
were among the biggest. Delhi is projected to become the most populous city in the world by 2028,
according to the United Nations.

Invest in urban infrastructure

With the inevitability of migration to urban areas, the share of agriculture and allied services in
GDP has shrunk to around 15% even as the sector continues to engage around 70% of our
working age population. This has led to subsistence living and distress in rural India. Thus, rural
India cannot provide sustainable livelihood to the youth. On the contrary, the GDP contribution of
megacities and metropolitan regions is disproportionately high. With large-scale migration to the
cities, we must focus on making our cities economically viable and environmentally sustainable so
that they remain economic growth engines that provide employment. Investing in our urban
infrastructure will lead to enhanced economic activity and result in large-scale employment
generation and an improved quality of life. This is a much-desired socioeconomic outcome in a
young nation where the majority of urban migrants are youth who are either unemployed or
underemployed.

But is it possible to create large-scale urban infrastructure to support the burgeoning urban
population and provide high economic growth while ensuring environmental sustainability?

This question has always bothered urban planners and administrators. And more often than not,
environment has been the casualty. The high economic growth and prosperity of China came at a
huge environmental cost, which the country is trying to address now. In Indian cities, there is lack
of basic infrastructure and a deteriorating quality of life. This is reflected in the fact that nine of the
10 most polluted cities in the world are in Indi. Delhi is among them.

Least harm to the environment

It is not an easy task but we have to work hard to ensure that our urban infrastructure causes least
harm to the environment and has a net positive impact on our quality of life. Whether it is metros
or elevated corridors, a net environment impact assessment must be conducted to justify the
felling of trees and harm to water bodies. While the immediate direct environmental impact of
cutting trees is obvious, there is a need to inform the stakeholders about the long-term positive
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impact of these urban infrastructure projects to justify their necessity. Environmental pollution
caused by daily hour-long traffic jams on a 10-km stretch will do more harm to the environment
and to people’s health than felling 1,000 trees to build a metro line or an elevated corridor. This
data needs to be compiled and shared on public forums to educate people.

Care must be taken to avoid any harm to the environment. This can be done by going either
underground or elevated. Large-scale compensatory afforestation should be provided in the
immediate vicinity, to the extent possible. But not creating essential urban infrastructure will only
lead to a deteriorating quality of life. The line between development and environment is a fine one.
We must tread it carefully.

R.K. Misra is the founder and director of Centre for Smart Cities

Forest and tree conservation laws have fueled more ecological loss and destruction by
relying on offsets like compensatory afforestation.

Compensatory afforestation (CA) is not new in India. Several national- and State-level laws permit
change in use of forest land or cutting of trees as long as the damage can be offset. This is done
by bringing more land under forest area, or planting more trees than what would be lost, or both.
CA is seen as a compromise between ecological requirements and developmental aspirations.

In recent months, the idea of CA or plantations has sparked a huge debate. Can we continue to
lose the large number of trees being cut for the Goa airport, housing complexes in Delhi,
highways, and the bullet train, and expect the damage to be offset through plantations?

Shared habitats

There are three reasons why the policy of CA should be rejected. First, growing trees is not a
substitute for altering shared habitats. Urban green spaces, like forests, support a variety of life
including birds and animals. In cities they are important public spaces for shelter and recreation,
just as forests are culturally revered by tribal and village communities. These spaces perform
critical ecological functions including water recharge. For forest-dependent communities, loss of
these places means giving up livelihoods, homes and property. The value of such ecologies
cannot be substituted by plantations.

Second, discussions in the Supreme Court since the late 1990s and reports of the Comptroller and
Auditor General have identified four reasons why CA has not worked, the foremost being the
availability of land where plantations can be raised without encumbrances. Further diversion of
these CA lands for other uses is a challenge. Audits have also indicated delays in fund
disbursements by agencies seeking change in land use, and poor utilisation of funds by the forest
department that is tasked with ensuring plantations. They are not mere implementation hassles if
they have lasted so long.

Third, the afforestation overdrive by government departments is done in floodplains, grasslands
and other ecosystems that are often not suitable for tree cover. Administrations do not carry out
impact assessments of sites where CA is to take place. These areas are demarcated, and letters
permitting land use change enlist these areas as designated zones for plantations. This is a form
of dumping saplings in sites that are empty and where trees are not appropriate. For Delhi, one
popular place for compensatory plantations is the Yamuna river floodplains. Citizens are rightfully
questioning whether the floodplains should be where saplings should be dumped in lieu of fruit
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and flowering trees being cut to construct a World Trade Centre in the heart of the city.

Laws have not helped

Laws like the Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980 and the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act of 1994
were enacted with the objective of conserving and preserving trees, and preventing forest loss.
However, using the route of compensatory afforestation, these laws have legitimised the loss of an
average of 35,000 hectares of forests annually to development projects. Over 400 billion has been
collected as funds by systematically allowing for loss of forests and felling of old growth trees.

In effect, forest and tree conservation laws have fuelled more ecological loss and destruction by
relying on offsets like compensatory afforestation.

Kanchi Kohli  and Manju Menon are environmental researchers at Centre for Policy Research.

Urban redevelopment can be taken forward with ecological considerations

Tree felling for urban development inspires opposing positions. Those who want development
projects are convinced that trees are a necessary casualty for urban living, while conservationists
and activists opposed to tree felling are accused of being anti-development.

Extreme positions do not facilitate a search for solutions. India is hurtling towards urbanisation at
breakneck speed. Indian cities are estimated to add 300 million new urban residents by 2050. To
accommodate people at this scale, we have to build at scale. Sadly, the only land available in
most cities is wooded land — urban forests, parks, tree-lined streets. Cutting trees is an inevitable
sacrifice for development, according to the urban pragmatist.

Trees and saplings

Can people in cities live well in the absence of trees? Urban trees reduce air pollution, cool cities,
and increase ground water infiltration. Our research in Bengaluru shows that street trees reduce
PM10 levels by 75%, reduce atmospheric temperature by 3-5°C and road asphalt temperatures by
23-25°C.

Most urban development projects provide grandiose claims of replacing each mature tree felled
with 2-10 saplings. But a mature, decades-old tree has an incredible capacity for pollution control,
biodiversity support and cooling. Large trees can absorb and sequester as much carbon as 90
small trees. Trees in cities are 4-6 times more useful in removing carbon from the air compared to
rural trees, because urban air is overloaded with carbon emissions. Saplings will take decades to
provide the same scale of environmental services.

Planners seek to compensate for the loss of these trees by selecting fast-growing species. This is
to compare apples and oranges. Many popular fast-growing species used for urban afforestation,
such as Eucalyptus and Acacia auriculiformis, deplete groundwater and affect soil quality. They
cannot replace the environmental services provided by a giant native peepal, mango or tamarind.
Stretching the interpretations of a tree to ludicrous extremes, ornamental palms are also planted
as CA.
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The location of compensatory plantation poses another challenge. Once trees are felled for
development, there is often no space to replant trees in the same location. Saplings are planted in
distant locations outside the city, or in gated inaccessible locations such as defence land, and
corporate or educational institutional premises. Trees that were public resources are compensated
by saplings that are inaccessible to the citizenry.

Faulty planning

Does this mean we can never cut down a single tree? Of course not. The fault lies in the planning
process. Typically, designs for redevelopment, road widening, or metro construction are
developed by engineers with no background in ecology and with little interest in it. With
coordination between municipal engineering and forest departments, and genuine public
consultation, designs can be innovatively modified to save a number of trees. Widened roads can
accommodate large trees in the median, and can be curved to accommodate a heritage tree at the
corner or centre. Similarly, if metro planning was truly consultative, routes could be altered to
spare old tree-lined boulevards and historic parks. The redevelopment of south Delhi could have
been designed to save most of the existing trees, for example by building vertically. CA, when
needed, must be done locally, using the right species. These species should be watered and
protected to ensure long-term survival. Reducing the tree and sapling question to a yes and no
debate between development pragmatists and environmental romantics is meant to misrepresent.
We must not be fooled.

Harini Nagendra is a Professor of Sustainability at Azim Premji University
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Women empowerment is not only a national goal but also a global agenda: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Women empowerment is not only a national goal but also a
global agenda: Vice President

We cannot achieve a double digit growth without women's
active participation;

Property and land rights are key to women empowerment;

Addresses International Conference on ‘Empowering
Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and
Sustainability’

Posted On: 16 JUL 2018 2:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that empowerment of women is
central to achieving the objective of inclusive, equitable and sustainable development and it is not
only a national goal but also a global agenda. He was addressing the gathering after inaugurating
the International Conference on ‘Empowering Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and
Sustainability’ organized by the NITI Aayog and Shri Ram College of Commerce, here today. The
Lt. Governor of Puducherry, Dr. Kiran Bedi, the Vice Chancellor of Delhi University, Prof. Yogesh
Tyagi and the CEO of NITI Ayog, Shri Amitabh Kant and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion.

 

The Vice President said that it is beyond doubt that given the right opportunities and proper
environment, women have excelled in different spheres of life. He also stressed on the need to
create suitable conditions to facilitate and encourage women to have full, active and unhindered
participation in social, economic, political and public life so that their potential is realized fully for
the benefit of the society.

 

The Vice President that women face discrimination and exploitation in varying degree and occupy
limited space in social, economic and political realms, despite the significant progress made
towards the gender equality and empowerment of women through national policies. Mass media
like cinema should play a critical role in empowering women and women should be given equal
property rights, he added.
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The Vice President said that lack of equal access to education & employment, inequalities in the
labour market, rising sexual violence and unequal division of unpaid care and domestic work
remain the key barriers to their advancement.

 

Saying that gender disparity hinders women’s empowerment and their integration in mainstream,
the Vice President argued for a major shift in our mindset which would lead to a positive attitude
towards women and their role in society.

 

The Vice President said that women's active participation in decision-making has a positive impact
on education, health, nutrition, employment and social protection. Women’s empowerment has a
multiplier effect not only on their own lives but also on the family and the society, he added.

 

Stressing on the need to educate the girl child, the Vice President said that rise in female
education levels have a positive impact such as reduction in infant and child mortality rates and
improvement in family health. If women had the same access as men to productive assets,
agricultural output would rise, reducing the number of undernourished people, he added.

 

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

 

“I am pleased to be a part of this joint initiative by the NITI Aayog (National Institution for
Transforming India) and Shri Ram College of Commerce (SRCC) on the theme “Empowering
Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Sustainability”.The shared efforts of these
two important institutions in creating a platform to discuss the challenges faced by women
entrepreneurs for securing the country’s economic development have been truly praiseworthy.

 

Friends,

 

Empowerment is a multi-faceted, multi-dimensional and multi-layered concept.

 

What is most significant in this process is the control over thoughts and perceptions that shape
individual beliefs, values and attitudes. This control, in turn, confers decision making power which
increases access to and control over resources.

 

Empowerment of all sections of the society is central to democracy as it contributes to make
democracy truly participative.
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Women's empowerment as a concept was defined as a redistribution of social and economic
powers and control of resources in favour of women.

 

Women should be given equal rights in property…

 

Women have historically been disadvantaged in accessing not only material resources like
property and credit, but also have been deprived of resources like market information and
business technologies. All of these factors have had a negative impact on the type of enterprises
that women are engaged in. This has not only lowered the status of women but also resulted in
keeping women outside the ambit of development.

 

Friends,

 

We have come a long way from that stage.  Today, empowerment of women is central to
achieving the objective of inclusive, equitable and sustainable development.  It is not only a
national goal but also a global agenda.  UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which
aim to end poverty, promote prosperity and people’s well-being while protecting environment have
gender equality as one of its key goals.

 

Women constitute nearly half of the world population and they are major stakeholders in
development process. It is, therefore, important that suitable conditions to facilitate and encourage
their full, active and unhindered participation in social, economic, political and public life are
created so that their potential is realized fully for the benefit of the society. It is beyond doubt that
given the right opportunities and proper environment, women have excelled in different spheres of
life.

 

While significant progress has been made towards the gender equality and empowerment of
women through national policies and legislations all over the world, girls and women especially in
developing countries continue to face challenges to realise their full potential due to various
factors.

 

They often face discrimination and exploitation in varying degree and occupy limited space in
social, economic and political realms.

 

Lack of equal access to education and employment, the existence of huge inequalities in labour
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market, rising sexual violence and exploitation, gender discrimination and unequal division of
unpaid care and domestic work, prevalence of harmful social practices such as early child and
forced marriage, low representation of women in representative institutions, etc. remain the key
barriers to their advancement.

 

The gender disparity in various spheres hinders women’s empowerment and their integration in
national mainstream and raises fundamental question of social justice. This requires a major shift
in our mindset which would lead to a positive attitude towards women and their role in society.

 

Friends,

 

Women’s empowerment has a multiplier effect not only on their own lives but also on the family
and the society.

 

There was an interesting report on the Role of Women in Development by the UN World Survey in
2014. According to the report, women's active participation in decision-making has a positive
impact on education, health, nutrition, employment and social protection.

 

For example, as female education levels rise, infant and child mortality rates fall and family health
improves. Women's increased earning capacity has a positive effect on children's nutrition, health
and educational prospects.

 

It is a common knowledge that when more women work, economies grow. If women had the same
access as men to productive assets, agricultural output would rise, reducing the number of
undernourished people.

 

In India women have multiple responsibilities, as home providers and producers, therefore, they
tend to engage in activities that are home-based. This had, in turn, restricted their mobility and
limited their scope for better economic opportunities.

 

According to Sixth Economic Census released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, women constitute around 14 per cent of the total entrepreneurship i.e. 8.05 million
out of the total 58.5 million entrepreneurs. Out of this, 2.76 million women constituting 13.3 per
cent of women entrepreneurs work in agriculture sector whereas 5.29 million women constituting
more than 65 per cent work in non-agriculture sector.  The average employment in women-owned
enterprises is meager 1.67.
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A recent World Bank report has revealed that women employers tend to hire mostly women.  This
may be partly because of the kind of businesses set up by women entrepreneurs, such as small
tailoring unit, beauty and wellness saloon, etc.  Many of such women-owned firms offer only
meagreemployment at nominal rate of 1-2 person per unit, giving credence to the finding that large
number of women entrepreneurs are micro-household enterprises supplementing their family
income.

 

Given the fact that women have been doing exceedingly well in higher professional education, we
need to ensure their commensurate participation in formal economy. NITI Aayog and the country’s
premier educational institutions, I know, are engaged in chalking out a roadmap in developing
women entrepreneurs.  I wish them all success.

 

Friends,

 

As far as developing a strong base for women entrepreneurship in India is concerned, we have a
long way to go. 

 

The current scenario is hardly impressive.  Today, India ranks 52 out of 57 nations on the Women
Entrepreneurship Index. We need a multi-pronged strategy to improve our position.

It makes all of us very proud to know that the NITI Aayog has made an assessment that in India,
women entrepreneurs are emerging fast. 

 

They have developed the Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) to create awareness, to bring
visibility to existing Government schemes pertaining women entrepreneurs, to identify partners
and to leverage all the efforts being made in this direction. 

 

This comprehensive platform, I am sure, would help the aspiring women entrepreneurs to pursue
their business ideas with ease and confidence.

 

Requisite policy framework is also being developed by the Government with the help of NITI
Aayog to maximize the potential of women entrepreneurs in building independent career option for
them.

 

Friends,
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The CEO, NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant and others have spoken in detail the efforts being made
to promote women entrepreneurship in the country.  Truly, the Government, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has taken up this in a mission mode and a number of
women-friendly schemes have been launched.

 

In 2016 under the Standup India Scheme, the Government has sanctioned around 21735 loan
claims worth nearly Rs.4748 crore.  Out of the total number of loan sanctioned under the Scheme,
80 per cent was for women entrepreneurs.  Under the Scheme, the Scheduled Commercial Banks
are mandated to provide two bank loans for the setting up of Greenfield enterprises, out of which
one is reserved for women entrepreneurs.

 

The Government has also taken numerous steps towards determining appropriate measures for
strengthening women's participation in making India an entrepreneurial economy.

 

The Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency (MUDRA) launched by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi in 2015, has been providing micro finances to entrepreneurs in a significant way.

 

The biggest beneficiaries of this Scheme are women. Almost 8 out of 10 accounts opened for
availing loans of less than Rs. 50,000 are for women.

 

However, this number has substantially declined to 9 per cent when it comes to accessing higher
loan amounts between Rs.5 to 10 lakh.  This is an issue which needs to be addressed.

 

I am sure, the WEP of NITI Aayog will come to the aid of the future women entrepreneurs and
professionals in accessing more credit for their business ventures.

 

The micro-finance programme of the Government has not only given women access to savings
and credit but also brought them together regularly in organized groups.

 

It would be worth mentioning that in three years between 2011-14, only 5 lakh Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) were formed covering 52 lakh families.  The number has gone up as many as four times
with additional 20 lakh SHGs formed covering 2.25 crore families since 2014.  At present, there
are 45 lakh SHGs with active participation of around 5 crore women in rural areas.
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No doubt, this is an incredible achievement.  But if we wish to leverage the full potential of the
SHGs, we need to expand their presence across the States, facilitate hassle-free credit and make
them active partners in the country’s economic growth and social cohesion.

 

Friends,

 

A new India is emerging.  In building this new India, all sections of our society have to play their
roles.

 

Women who constitute nearly 50 per cent of our population have a greater role to play in the task
of nation building. 

 

We cannot achieve a double digit growth without their active participation.  We are cognizant of
the potential of the women power.  To realise their potential, the Government as well as the civil
society must come forward. 

 

Today’s women cannot be held hostage to the traditional barriers of patriarchal mindset,
regressive customs and debilitating social stereotypes.

 

They wish to break free and we must facilitate them.  Only thentheir boundless energy and innate
potential would be unleashed to the task of national reconstruction.  I am sure, this conference will
be an important initiative in this direction.

 

I urge NITI Aayog to continue its efforts in tapping the potential of women entrepreneurs right from
the college level across the country.

 

With these words, I wish all participants and delegates a very productive and constructive
dialogue.

 

Thank you.  Jai Hind!”

***

AKT/BK/RK
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Proposed Total budget outlay of the ‘SevaBhojYojna’ scheme for the financial year 2018-19 and
2019-20 is Rs. 150.00 crores and Rs. 175.00 crores, respectively: Dr. Mahesh Sharma
Ministry of Culture

Proposed Total budget outlay of the ‘SevaBhojYojna’
scheme for the financial year 2018-19 and 2019-20 is Rs.
150.00 crores and Rs. 175.00 crores, respectively: Dr.
Mahesh Sharma

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:13PM by PIB Delhi

The ‘SevaBhojYojna’ is a Central Sector Scheme under which Central Goods and Services Tax
(CGST) and Central Government’s share of Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) paid by
Charitable Religious Institutions like Temples, Gurudwara, Dharmik Ashram, Mosques, Dargah,
Church, Matth, Monastries etc. on purchase of specific raw food items shall be reimbursed to them
as financial assistance by the Government of India.

The specific raw food items covered under the Scheme are (i) Ghee (ii) Edible Oil (iii)
Sugar/Burra/Jaggery(iv) Rice (v) Atta/Maida/Rava/Flour and (vi) Pulses.

These Charitable Religious Institutions should have been distributing free food in the form of
‘prasad’, ‘langar’/bhandara (community kitchen) to at least 5000 persons in a calendar month for at
least past 3 years.

The proposed total budget outlay of the scheme for the financial year 2018-19 and 2019-20 is Rs.
150.00 crores and Rs. 175.00 crores respectively.

As per the scheme guidelines, the Charitable Religious Institutions applying for financial
assistance under the scheme are required to produce alongwith other relevant documents, a
certificate from District Magistrate indicating that the institution is involved in charitable religious
activities and is distributing free food to public/devotees etc. since last 3 years on daily/monthly
basis. In addition to this, they are also required to produce Chartered Accountant’s Certificate
certifying (i) the quantity, price and CGST, SGST/UGST and IGST paid on purchase of specified
items during the claim period (ii) that the religious institution is involved in religious activities and
specific items have been used only for distributing free food to public/devotees etc. during the
claim period and (iii) the religious institution is using the specified raw food items only for
distributing free food to public/devotees etc. during the claim period.

The scheme guidelines also provided for inspection and monitoring by the Ministry Officials,
D is t r i c t  Co l l ec to r /Depu ty  Commiss ione r  and  S ta te  (GST)  Au tho r i t i es .  The
Institutions/Organisations are required to maintain separate account for assistance received under
the scheme and this account can be inspected/audited by the officers of the Ministry or any other
agency designated by the Ministry. Further, in case of mis-use of funds, the scheme guidelines
provide for penalties such as black listing the organisations, recovering the assistance provided by
Ministry of Culture with penal interest apart from taking criminal action as per law.

The above details was given by Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent charge) for
culture in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha, today.
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India needs smart urbanisation

Over 34% of India’s current population lives in urban areas, rising by 3% since 2011.   | Photo
Credit: Getty Images

Residents of Bhavanpur, a village about 15 km outside Ahmedabad, have been protesting against
their inclusion in the city’s urban area by the local urban development authority. Similar protests
have been observed in villages elsewhere in Gujarat. It’s a strange trend, the fruits of urban
development seemingly rejected. Meanwhile, pollution in India’s urban areas seems to have
sparked off a reverse migration. Farmers from Haryana who had migrated to Delhi and Gurugram
for work to escape an agricultural crisis are increasingly going back to their farms during winter,
unable to take the toxic pollution. And it’s not just big cities. India’s urbanisation template is clearly
ripe for change.

Over 34% of India’s current population lives in urban areas, rising by 3% since 2011. More
importantly, while existing large urban agglomerations (those with a population above 50 lakh)
have remained mostly constant in number since 2005, smaller clusters have risen significantly
(from 34 to 50 clusters with 10-50 lakh population). By some estimates, India’s urban population
could increase to 814 million by 2050. And yet, cities look and feel downtrodden, riven with poverty
and poor infrastructure, with little semblance of urban planning. With an increase in urban
population will come rising demands for basic services such as clean water, public transportation,
sewage treatment and housing.

Meanwhile, on the ‘Smart City’ front, while over 90 ‘Smart Cities’ have identified 2,864 projects,
India lags on implementation, with about 148 projects completed and over 70% still at various
stages of preparation. Finally, there is still an outstanding shortage of over 10 million affordable
houses (despite the government taking encouraging steps to incentivise their construction). The
annually recurring instances of floods in Mumbai, dengue in Delhi and lakes on fire in Bengaluru
paint a grim picture. While work continues, admittedly slowly, on the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor project and the bullet train, urban India’s challenges remain manifold.

One primary problem is that of the definition of what’s urban. Urban development comes under
State governments, with the Governor notifying an area as urban based on parameters such as
population, density, revenue generated for the local administration and percentage employed in
non-agricultural activities. This notification leads to the creation of an urban local government or
municipality, classifying the area as a “statutory town”. With such a vague definition, discretionary
decisions yield a wide variance in what is considered a town. The Central government considers a
settlement as urban if it has a urban local government, a minimum population of 5,000; over 75%
of its (male) population working in non-agricultural activities; and a population density of at least
400 per sq. km. However, many States consider such “census towns” as rural, and establish
governance through a rural local government or panchayat. Consider the case of Dabgram, in
West Bengal’s Jalpaiguri district, which is classified only as a “census town”, while having a
population more than 120,000 and located just 3 km from Siliguri.

Another issue is the low level of urban infrastructure investment and capacity building. India
spends about $17 per capita annually on urban infrastructure projects, against a global benchmark
of $100 and China’s $116. Governments have come and gone, announcing a variety of schemes,
the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission included, but implementation has been
mostly inadequate, with exploration of financing options limited as well. For example, Jaipur and
Bengaluru collect only 5-20% of their potential property tax — how can urban local bodies be
sustainable without enforcing this? Meanwhile, urban institutions also suffer from a shortage of
skilled people.
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Finally, there needs to be a systemic policy to deal with urban migration. Internal migration in India
is very closely linked to urban transitions, with such migration helping reduce poverty or prevent
households from slipping into it. Urban migration is not viewed positively in India, with policies
often bluntly seeking to reduce rural to urban migration. Preventing such migration can be
counterproductive — it would be better to have policies and programmes in place to facilitate the
integration of migrants into the local urban fabric, and building city plans with a regular migration
forecast assumed. Lowering the cost of migration, along with eliminating discrimination against
migrants, while protecting their rights will help raise development across the board. Consider
Delhi. While historically, urban policy sought to limit urban migration, this is now changing with a
focus on revitalising cities nearby such as Meerut, building transport links and connectivity.

Our urban policymakers also need to be cognisant of the historical context of our urban
development. Our cities have been witness to multiple transitions over the last century, with barely
any time to recover and adapt — the British creation of three metropolitan port cities, combined
with the rollout of the railway network, transformed India’s urban landscape, relegating erstwhile
prominent Mughal-era towns such as Surat and Patna into provincial backwaters. The creation of
hill stations in northern India and the advent of the plantation economy, along with industrial
townships (such as Jamshedpur) transformed trading networks. Finally, the creation of
cantonments and civil lines areas, along with railway stations, in our major cities led to the
haphazard growth of urban areas away from bazaars and towards railway terminals. Transforming
them into neatly organised urban spaces will not be easy.

Perhaps we need a different model of urbanisation. The announcement of a new urbanisation
policy that seeks to rebuild Indian cities around clusters of human capital, instead of considering
them simply as an agglomeration of land use, is a welcome transition. We need to empower our
cities, with a focus on land policy reforms, granting urban local bodies the freedom to raise
financing and enforce local land usage norms. For an India to shine, the transformation of its cities
is necessary.

Feroze Varun Gandhi is a Member of Parliament, representing the Sultanpur constituency for the
BJP
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26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for development under PRASHAD
Scheme: Shri K. J. Alphons
Ministry of Tourism

26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for
development under PRASHAD Scheme: Shri K. J. Alphons

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 4:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance to State Governments/Union
Territory (UT) Administrations under the schemes of Swadesh Darshan, National Mission on
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD) and Assistance
to Central Agencies for the development of tourism related infrastructure in the country.

Under the PRASHAD Scheme, 26 religious cities/sites in 19 States have been identified for
development which inter-alia include Amaravati and Srisailam (Andhra Pradesh), Kamakhya
(Assam), Patna and Gaya (Bihar), Dwarka and Somnath (Gujarat), Gurudwara Nada Saheb
(Haryana), Hazratbal and Katra (Jammu & Kashmir), Deogarh (Jharkhand), Chamundeshwari
Devi (Karnataka), Guruvayoor (Kerala), Una (Himachal Pradesh), Omkareshwar (Madhya
Pradesh), Trimbakeshwar (Maharashtra), Puri (Odisha), Amritsar (Punjab), Ajmer (Rajasthan),
Kanchipuram and Vellankani (Tamil Nadu), Varanasi and Mathura (Uttar Pradesh), Badrinath and
Kedarnath (Uttarakhand) and Belur (West Bengal).

The Scheme of Assistance to Central Agencies for Tourism Infrastructure Development aims at
developing tourism related infrastructure through central financial assistance to the Central
Agencies who own the assets.

This information was given by the Minister of State (I/C) for Tourism Shri. K. J. Alphons, in a
written reply in Lok Sabha today.
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